
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area:  Social Studies 

Unit Title: Native Americans  Unit: 1 

Target Course/Grade Level:   Third Grade                                    Timeline: 6 weeks 

Unit Summary  

Native Americans were proud people. They managed to live in the wilderness, survive hard times, 

and make a good life for themselves. This unit of study will look into the daily life of Native 

Americans, along with their different tribes and locations within the United States. It will also 

examine the changes that took place once European settlers came to the New World. 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Reading, writing, vocabulary, character education, art. 

21
st
 century themes and skills: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Creativity and Innovation 

Collaboration, Teamwork and Leadership, Cross-Cultural Understanding and Interpersonal 

Communication. 

Unit Rationale 

To promote cultural awareness and to gain knowledge of the first people to inhabit the land known 

as the United States.   

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills 

to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

 The examination of individual experiences, historical narratives, and events promotes an 
understanding of individual and community responses to the violation of fundamental rights. 

 Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial patterns 
and organization of people, places, and environments on Earth. 

 Places are jointly characterized by their physical and human properties. 

 The physical environment can both accommodate and be endangered by human activities. 

 Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface differ markedly from region to region, place to 
place, and time to time. 

 Advancements in science and technology can have unintended consequences that impact 
individuals and/or societies. 

 Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United States for various reasons, and have a major 
impact on the state and the nation. 

 Personal, family, and community history is a source of information for individuals about the 
people and places around them. 

 



 

 The study of American folklore and popular historical figures enables Americans with diverse 
cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national heritage. 

 Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and commonly held values, ideas, and assumptions 
that are generally accepted by a particular group of people. 

 American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors 
of different cultural groups living in the United States. 

 Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a changing society. 

 Prejudice and discrimination can be obstacles to understanding other cultures. 

 People view and interpret events differently because of the times in which they live, the 
experiences they have had, the perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points 
of view. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal-
setting and problem-solving. 

 Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater 
efficiency. 

 Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in preventing 
misunderstandings. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.4.A.9 Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 
violations of fundamental rights. 

6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of 

places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas worldwide, have contributed to 
cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 

6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have 

impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and 
the United States. 

6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the United 
States. 

6.1.4.B.7 Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited for 
settlement than others. 

6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources. 

6.1.4.B.9 

 

Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to actions 
taken to address them. 

6.1.4.D.1 

 

Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, 
including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.2 

 

Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to 
New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered. 

6.1.4.D.3 

 

Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s growth as a 
nation, historically and today. 

6.1.4.D.10 

 

Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape 

culture, is manifested in different regions of New Jersey. 

6.1.4.D.12 

 

Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters from 

New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the American national 
heritage. 

6.1.4.D.13 

 

Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of people. 

 

6.1.4.D.14 

 

Trace how the American identity evolved over time. 



6.1.4.D.15 

 

Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between maintaining 

traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices. 

6.1.4.D.16 

 

Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the 
past and present. 

6.1.4.D.19 

 

Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people with 
different cultural or individual perspectives. 

9.1.4.B.1 

 

Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that 
foster creative thinking. 

9.1.4.C.1 

 

Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in completing 
tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

9.1.4.D.1 

 

Use effective oral and written communication in face-to-face and online interactions 
and, when presenting to an audience. 

9.1.4.D.2 Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How and why do people settle where 

they do? 

 How have Native Americans 

influenced the present culture in 

America? 

 What happens when different 

cultures collide? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Native American tribes adapted to the 

physical features of the region they 

settled in. 

 Native Americans were resourceful and 

used whatever resources were available 

to them. 

 The Native American culture was totally 

impacted by the influx of early settlers. 

 The Native Americans and the early 

settlers influenced each other both 

positively and negatively. 

 Native American tribes were both similar 

and different from one another in how 

they lived. 

 

 The United States is made up of various 

landforms in which the Native Americans 

settled near.  These landforms are:  

mountains, mountain ranges, hills, 

plains, valleys, deserts, coasts, 

peninsulas, and plateaus.   

 

 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Explain how present events are connected to the past. 

 Apply terms related to time including years, decades, centuries, and generations. 

 Differentiate between power and authority. 

 Explain why it is important to understand diverse peoples, ideas, and cultures. 

 Define stereotyping and discuss how it impacts self-image and interpersonal relationships. 

 Discuss how families long ago expressed and transmitted their beliefs and values through oral 
tradition, literature, songs, and celebrations. 

 Compare family life in a Native American community of the past to life in the present Tewksbury 
community.  

 



 

 Compare the major early culture of the Lenape that existed in the region that became New Jersey 
prior to contact with the Europeans. 

 Use physical and political maps to identify locations and spatial relationships of places within the 
United States. 

 Identify the physical and human characteristics of places and regions in New Jersey and the United 
States (e.g., landforms, climate, vegetation, housing). 

 Explain changes in places and regions over time and the consequences of those changes. 

 Describe the geography of New Jersey. 

 Describe the basic components of the Earth’s physical systems, including landforms, water, erosion, 
weather, and climate, and discuss their impact on human development. 

 Differentiate between living and non-living natural resources. 

 Explain the nature, characteristics, and distribution of renewable and non-renewable resources. 

 Explain how the present is connected to the past. 
 Place key historical events and people in historical eras using timelines. 
 Determine locations of places and interpret information available on maps and globes. 
 Use thematic maps and other geographic representations to obtain, describe, and compare spatial 

patterns and information about people, places, regions and environments. 
 Distinguish fact from fiction. 
 Identify and use a variety of primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past (i.e., 

documents, letters, diaries, maps, photos, etc.) 
 Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

 The students will use the knowledge and information they have learned from the 

unit of study to create a newspaper article about a Native American.  

 

 

Equipment needed: SMARTboard, lap top computer, DVD/VHS player 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

 Various classroom books both fiction and non-fiction about Native Americans: 

“If You Lived With Series;”  The Hopi;  The Indians of the Northwest Coast;  

The Iroquois; The Sioux  

“The Discovery of the Americas” 

 

 Native American legends: 

Arrow to the Sun-Southwest legend 

Rainbow Crow-Lenape legend 

The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush-Plains legend 

The Legend of the Bluebonnet-Plains legend 

The Raven-Northwest coast legend 

 Computer and teacher-made booklets, charts, and diagrams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Formative Assessments 

Quiz:  The students will match 

landform terms with definitions.  They 

will also label a teacher-made map 

with landform terms. 

 

 A Venn Diagram will be used to 

compare and contrast two tribes 

from two different regions. 

 Discussions will take place after the 

reading of non-fiction books about 

the influence of the early settlers on 

Native American life.  The teacher 

will observe responses and 

comment appropriately. 

 Discussions and observations will 

also take place regarding what 

children may have seen on TV or in 

movies that is a false perception of 

NA life.  Therefore, we will be 

looking for evidence of 

understanding fact from fiction 

through discussions, chart making, 

writings, etc. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Integration of Technology:  

 Use of the computer lab to research one tribe via the school data bases for the purpose of creating 

a drawing of a tribal community with a written description. 

 Use of computer lab to research the various landforms throughout the United States where the 

Native Americans made their homes. 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

www.geocities.com/bigorrin/lenapekids.hotmail 

www.native/languages.org/kids.hotmail 

http://nativeamericans.mrdonn.org/woodland.hotmail 

www.kiddyhouse.com/thanksgiving/native.htmo 
 
Smart board tools, virtual maps 

 United Streaming video clips on Native American life. 

“Native Americans People of the Dessert”; Native Americans People of the Forest” 

“Native Americans People of the Northwest Coast”; “Native Americans People of 

the Plains” 

 

 

 DVD’s; one for each NA region is available in the school library. 

The First Americans Series: 

http://www.geocities.com/bigorrin/lenapekids.hotmail
http://www.native/languages.org/kids.hotmail
http://nativeamericans.mrdonn.org/woodland.hotmail
http://www.kiddyhouse.com/thanksgiving/native.htmo


“People of the Southwest Coast” 

“People of the Northwest Coast” 

“People of the Plains” 

“People of the Woodlands” 

VHS “Native Americans” 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Utilize pairing and grouping of activities. 

Deliver instruction in a variety of modalities. 

Opportunities provided to express learning through written assignments and art. 

Express understanding through role playing scenarios. 

Express understanding through the use of problem solving situations. 

Teacher Notes: 

 


